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Project Abstract

Young adults have high COVID-19 transmission rates and low mitigation practices. Those
with low perceived threat and who identify as Republican tend to practice fewer mitigation
behaviors, but more research is needed among young adults. Therefore, we explored how
perceived threat affects COVID-19 mitigation behaviors among young adults and whether
political affiliation moderates this relationship. Participants (N=167; Mage=19.88, SD=1.84)
answered questions about political affiliation, perceived threat, and COVID-19 mitigation
behaviors. A moderation analysis was conducted. Political affiliation was a significant
moderator for COVID-19 avoidant behaviors, but not preventative behaviors. As perceived
threat increased, COVID-19 avoidant behaviors increase by .49 for republicans, but only by
.21 for democrats. Higher perceived threat was associated with more COVID-19 mitigation
behaviors regardless of party affiliation, but as perceived threat increased the change in
mitigation behaviors was higher for republicans than for democrats. While democrats
engaged in more avoidant behaviors regardless of perceived threat, republicans increased
their behaviors as perceived threat grew.

